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on a tiny circle, almost a speck, in the vast expanse which
we dimly perceive stretching out to infinity on every side of
us. Only by multiplying these glow-worm lamps, glimmering
side by side, can we hope, step by step, to diffuse the light of
knowledge through the boundless region of the unknown.
In our particular science the first broad and sharp division
is between the study of man's body and the study of his mind.
The one is known as physical anthropology ; the other is now,
at least in this country, commonly called social anthropology,
but I should prefer to call it by the more general name of
mental anthropology. For though man is no doubt pre-
eminently a social being and probably owes a large part of
his superiority as an animal to the strength of his gregarious
instincts, these instincts are only part of his mental endow-
ment, and even when we have abstracted them from our
consideration, there still remains in the human mind much
that deserves to be carefully studied and that naturally falls
under the science of man. It is with mental, as distinguished
from physical, anthropology that I shall be exclusively occu-
pied in these lectures.
But even when, in anthropology, we have limited our in-
quiries to the mind of man, the subject is still so vast that, if
progress is to be made, some further subdivision of it becomes
necessary. For the mind of man has for ages been investi-
gated by a whole series of special studies, which, under the
various names of psychology, logic, metaphysics, and ethics,
sometimes summed up under the general title of philosophy,
have made great and noble contributions to a science of man.
What place, then, is there for the new study of mental anthro-
pology beside these ancient studies ? Is there room for her
in the venerable college ? Can she discharge a function which
was not previously performed by her older sisters ? We think
that she can, and to determine what that function is, we need
only perhaps consider the date at which the modern science
of anthropology as a whole was first taken up seriously and
systematically. The birth of anthropology followed almost
immediately the promulgation of the evolution theory by
Darwin and Wallace in 1859. I think I am right in saying
that the foundation of anthropological societies at home and
abroad has everywhere been subsequent to that date and has